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unprecedented^ large addition. It may be urged that
India, in the present state of her finances, cannot
possibly do without the additional revenue which is
obtained from the taxes imposed for the creation of a
famine fund. But if this be so, then it is far better
at once to recognise the fact that these new taxes have
not been applied to the creation of a famine fund,
but that they are required for the general purposes of
the Indian Government; and amongst these purposes
it is particularly to be noted that the one which is
considered of most pressing urgency is to reduce the
import duties on cotton goods.

Although the amount of revenue which will be lost
through the reduction of the cotton duties is com-
paratively small, yet it is almost impossible to over-
estimate the importance of the principles involved in
this particular financial measure. It at once suggests
the inquiry, To what extent ought the interests of
England to control the finances of India ? Not only,
as has been already shown, have the most positive
promises which the Viceroy made to the Indian people
been disregarded, but I think it will scarcely be
denied that a resolution which, at the instance of the
Government, was unanimously passed by the House
of Commons, has been entirely set aside. On the
10th of July, 1877, a motion was brought forward
demanding the immediate repeal of the cotton duties.